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Dear WINGS Community,
Happy colorful fall to you all. Fall is a time
when brilliant colors brighten our days. It’s a
time of cooler mornings and cooler evenings,
but with sunshine warming us during the day.
Fall is certainly a bright time for students and
faculty here at WINGS, as well. It is a time of
success summaries being discussed at
individual education planning meetings and
new brilliant goals developed by our
educational and therapeutic team.
It is the time for Back to School Night, the
gathering of families and laying out of colorful
opportunities for their sons and daughters by
the faculty. It is a time teachers provide insight
into great community activities and meaningful
and purposeful objectives to the parents.
It is a time WINGS supports bright new interns
joining the team to learn about our colorful
students. Speech Therapy and Occupational
Therapy students enjoy their mentoring by our
therapeutic team.
A brilliant fall fundraiser filled with great
entertainment, food and successful support, for
our school, occurred this fall. Yes, fall is a time
we give thanks to all those who help WINGS
carry out its mission.
.

This fall, teachers also received new bright Smartboard
technology to support individual lesson planning and
interactive teaching.
It’s been a busy fall, hiring and training new team members
to help support new students and families who joined as
the year began.
Please enjoy our articles. Hope your fall was also colorful.
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THE GREAT GATSBY GALA
TIN CALLISTER, M.S. DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
Thanks to all of our friends, family and colleagues for
joining our “Great Gatsby Gala” and for creating an
electrifying and radiate night to raise awareness in
nurturing independence and improving the quality of
life for our students. We raised over $80,000.00 to
support WINGS.
Our event was held Friday night, October 11, 2019. Our
school was transformed into a speakeasy café, with
guests walking the red carpet into the event space.
Everyone looked glamourous in their feathers, flappers,
suspenders and roaring twenties hats. Hella Fitzgerald, a
live jazz band, was playing all night long.

:
THANK YOU TO: The Behbehani Family, Mr. Sherman and

Irma Velasquez, Studio Bondy Architecture, The Kanaaneh
Family, Shore View Dental (Dr. Sam and Sepi Ahani), The
Tahbazof Family Foundation, The Wilson Family, The Acenas
Family, Dr. Arsalan and Irina Ahani, The Kitayama Family, Dr.
Rowshan and Tina Ahani, The Fan Family, The Dezham
Family, Demanouel Insurance Group, Teacher Kevin
Skidmore, Mr. Nilifur Maboudi, Haleh Karimian, Mr. and Mrs.
Azadeh Hariri, The Carey Family, The Valerio Family, The
Suresh Family, Nazabub Khatabi, ASF Electric, The Chan
Family, Angel Marroquin’s Family and Friends and the
Lieberman Family

Karen Kaplan, WINGS’ executive director offered
gratitude to all volunteers, vendors, donors and sponsors.
She facilitated an important ask to fund “professional
development” at WINGS.
Our guests enjoyed taking selfies in the photo booth area
and enjoyed foods catered by Weir Catering. Yummy
desserts were donated by Alana’s Café.
These special activities added to our successful annual
fundraising for WINGS.
We send a special thank you to all our volunteers,
partners and sponsors:
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GETTING READY FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR
BY SHERRY FEURTUDO, MA SECONDARY TEACHER
Teachers start planning for the new school year even
before we plan for extended school year. It takes
organization and delegation, in addition to finding new
or different ways to move around our furniture to
accommodate the needs of students. We create new
materials, and we continue to learn during staff
development week. We are always modifying how we
support students. Teachers and aides are collaborating to
develop organized and meaningful classrooms for
students.
Teachers, instructional assistants, and administration come
together to develop ways to help and support our students
towards success. The Occupational Therapy department
reviews with us, how to implement sensory strategies and
life skills, both in the OT gym and in our classrooms. The
Speech Therapy department teaches us how to best use

We support our students’ behavioral needs by
modifying our demands and environments, and being
aware of all things that could contribute to the students’
anxieties and frustrations.
Therapists and teachers coordinate to create
Occupational Therapy and Speech Therapy schedules.
In the classroom, teachers and instructional assistants
work to make new materials (icons, schedules, visuals,
SMART Board lessons) and create new and interactive
lesson plans. We update materials that have been wellloved in the previous year, we open new boxes of
materials, educational games, boxes of pencils, glue
sticks, and laminating sheets. Faculty take pride in
preparing WINGS for the school year to ensure that our
students get the best program.

student AAC devices and how to further facilitate student
communication.

JNOVEMBER 2019

PAGE | 03

WINGS BUZZ • A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

SMARTBOARD TECHNOLOGY AT WINGS
BY KEVIN SKIDMORE, M.S., SECONDARY TEACHER
Faculty at WINGS have been grateful to have Smartboard
Projector Systems in each of our classrooms. The Smart
Boards have improved lessons by providing an interactive
platform for students to engage.
Our students benefit from this type of technology because it
supports visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning styles.
Students are able to be presented with multiple visual
supports on the smartboard and can listen to information
from the smartboard as well as from their teacher. In
addition, they can physically interact with the information on
the smartboard.

The faculty is excited to be in the process of
learning to use the newer Smartboard Panels
and to have the students continue to benefit
from the interactive technology acting with
other peers and expanding their
communication skills.

Students with Autism have been observed to benefit
from the use of visuals and can be more engaged with
what they are learning.
WINGS is in the process of replacing all six of the
Smartboard Projector Systems with Smart Board
Interactive Panels. This newer technology provides all
the same benefits and more, but requires less
maintenance and does not require a paired laptop.
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BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT AT WINGS
LOAN LE, M.A. ELEMENTARY TEACHER
On Wednesday, September 25th WINGS held its annual Backto-School Night for parents. This night was designed to give
parents a shortened "day in the life” of their son or daughter. It
was both informative and enjoyable for the parents. It was a
great way for parents to meet other parents and to learn about
the different supports and services at WINGS.
The schedule for the evening started with Karen Kaplan,
executive director, welcoming and sharing the development of
WINGS new logo. A short video introduced the up and coming
fundraiser, which was followed by an introduction to our family
liaison, Emily Carambat, who shared her passion for working
with families and how the position will work.
Anita Carey, our new president of the board, spoke about her
son’s success at WINGS and how lucky she felt, being a parent
at Wings. La Donna Ford reminded parents to please join the
Yahoo Parent Group to share resources, experiences and
challenges in raising a child with autism.
Then Laxmi Ghale, WINGS Education Coordinator, welcomed
and introduced the extraordinary team of teachers and
therapists who provided a little knowledge about themselves.
Parents located their child’s classrooms for the final part of the
night. Classroom teachers prepared presentations about their
programs and the schedules their student would be engaging

Our occupational and speech therapists went into each
classroom and introduced themselves to parents and gave
information about their children's therapy schedule and
sessions
As an elementary teacher for WINGS, and in my
preparation for Back to School Night, I prepared by
reviewing the program plans I have for each student. I
planned on letting parents know what their student will be
learning. I wanted to share what themes and field trips we
had planned for the school year.
During the Back to School Night, I held a discussion with
the families. I wanted to get some feedback on field trips
and places students might like to visit. The more we
discussed the more I learned that parents wanted the
student to be exposed to everyday meaningful activities in
the community. I made sure families knew I was always
available and would be open to any new ideas they might
be thinking about. By the end of the night, I felt that parents
were more comfortable about connecting with me. It was
great to see that there was 100% participation of
elementary parents coming to learn about their child’s day
at WINGS.
The event was a wonderful evening, helping to ease the
anxious feeling, parents experience at the start of the school
year.

in for the upcoming year.
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Thank you to our supporters!!

Make a Difference by...
Helping us get a @GreatNonprofits
Top-Rated Award, write a review of
your experience with us, It only takes
3 minutes go to
https://greatnonprofits.org/org/wingslearning-center-inc to write a review.

Check out our new LinkedIn company profile
@WINGSRedwoodCity and follow our new page!
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